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PON a late Enquiry into the Rights of 

the Clergy, (I will not call it an Inquiſi- 

tion into their Lives and Manners, altho* | 

it went far and near, and Petitions againſt _ 1 

them were encouraged from every Quarter of the 

Kingdom, as if they were a Body of Men, who hal 
diſtreſſed the Nation to the laſt Degree, leſſened ang * 
diſcouraged the Proteſtant Intereſt, and had driven a? x 


. way Numbers of Inhabitants to the . Indies?) was * 5 | 
it not much for the Credit and Honor of the preſent = 
Set of Clergy, that in a Body of about ſeven Hun- 


dred beneficed and living upon Tyths, there was 
ſcarcely one Man, againſt whom' any juſt Excep- 
tions were made as oppreflive in recovering by Law 


any Eccleſiaſtical'Dutjes? | uh 
ET ft dd A2 | Yet 


* _— 
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Clergy in general ke 
1 "tan to blacken their Characte 
upon the Legiſlature! Only Tyth of Api med 
to be che popular Grievance, but by t er Ways 
taken of ſtirring up this Clamor, it "a 3 Wipe 
ly as if the Attempt were levelled at Tyths in_gene- ⸗ 
ral; For to break any Gap into the lawful Incloſure 
for one ſort of Tyths. i is to open a way to invade the 
| Clergy's Rights in every other; and by the Diſtreſs 
and Diſcountenance they have enerally met with, 
in collecting their ordinary undiſputed Tyths, from 
the great Leaders of Non- payment of all 1 | 


biel Dues in mgſt. Pariſh for about t 5 | 
r 
taken from the 1 EY & *whic kat been kindling- 
againſt them ſo lang time in ſecret. 


Who thoſe are If you will take — Clergys Word for it, no ſort 

who pay of Men in their ſeveral-Parithes pay Tyths fo fairly 

1 2 belt. and cheerfully as the poor Papiſts, nay ſome ſay the 
;  . diſſenting Proteſtants are at leaſt as ready to put out 

. their Tyths E . to the full as our Church- 

| men, always ek g.thelþooret ſort of Church Pro- 

teſtants, who fort e moſt part make Conſcience of 
defrauding their Miniſter of any part of his known 

Dues. So that it ſeemeth the Poor Man's Bleſſing 
l e the Lord, for he gives it N. and that 
1'yths the 7 be Diſſeurer, are full RN 
82 abliſhed Church. 

e the tru Ep eb ae oy the Stare of | 
ayment tö our Cl rpy, as Lthink 
i pitt. Tl IT: is, then of Pain few who declaim againſt 

hes but the rich and powerful part of the 

1 3 are beſt able to ay.to the full, aue have 

leaſt Reaſon to make any iticulties about "i 
pays the Parſon 1 much in. een of his Ability a 

g the Taker or Tradeſman? His Landlord and 
bimſelf ftand upon equal foo ing” „ as to Demands 
on both, from their ſeveral Faun for Church Fees; 

the one pays Flt - much as the ther, and no more 
in chat reſpect; and yet the one we may ſuppole hath 


5 5 no barren and dry _ and the other hath his 8 
| , ; | 8. | 
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1 FIG 18 it equal 1 da he: mould pay ha; Wo” 3 
more than his poor Tenants towards the Proviſ ion 22 3x6 by. 
and Maintenance of a Clergyman, when he hath Won . 223 
| 1 ws Family in part maintzin'd dut of that dry © 7 "of 


1 che beſt Advantage, is ſo far from complaining of the Husbandꝶmam 
_ Tyth of Agiſtment, that it wou'd rejoice him to think . rey give his 

. of hs OP rating of Corn and Cattle for the Ty*® Witt 
Support of his Miniſter, - He thinks it hard and not? 


. N — 


Tie taboeti Flacbdndiman who tills his Groundto Thelboring © 


pleaſure, if 


without © Reaſon if nis Farm of paſture Land made 2790 A. 
ry and hard Labor to produce Corn, &c. ee : 
a i — to 100 his Miniſter in Tythes annually twenty as Tyte — 
# Shillings, that the neighbouring Farm of equal Value, of "ora. 
| ſhould pa pay little or nothing for Agiſtment when in ali 
reſpects, as to Rents, Crown and Country 
Faxes and Charges, both Farms are obliged to pay 
equally, The Proviſion made for the Clergy underſo © 
_ unequal a Diſtribution as that would be, if no Tyths 
were due by Law for Agiſtment, would certainly create 
_ afort of heart-burning in ſuch as labor and are at true 
Pains to get their Miniſter a Livelihood; when they 4 
who poſle 5 as much Land contribute in no ſort of - *'. Þ 
proportion towards it, and yet expect and have all the LT 
Advantages of their miniſterial Service in equal Mea- 
ſare, Doth not this look as if the poorer ſort only' , 
contributed to maintain their Clergy, but the richer A 
_ fort to make them poor? | 
The Clergy muſt or ought to have wherew hal The Clergy 
to live comfortably - and 39g with their Pa- not craving in 
riſhioners, and there are ſeveral Things tythable hy their Demands 
Law, that ſo long as they be plentifully apply d a- if they m 
er way, they never lay any claim to; nay it ine W | 
poſſible that if the Tyth of Agiltment be laid aſide, a 
and they be cheerfully and readily ſupported by the 
able Men of every Pariſh in collecting and recovering 
their other Tyths to the full, that the Loſs may be in 
-fome'meaſure made up by that means, or at leaſt by = 
a Demand in moſt Pariſhes. not generally made for "= 
other Tyths legally due: But then who can _: 4 
this will not cauſe a new Clamor againſt the Gler- 
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Better to deal If you make them poor and uneaſ „ will you make 
ſtrictly with your ſelves better Chriſtians by that means? Sift them, 


wem to. puri- purifie them in their Lives, make them exemplary in 


fie their Lives good Works, but let them in God's Name enjoy all 


than to pu- the Law gives, and grudge them not even voluntary 
ni che whole Offerings. Pay them well and make them do their 


— their Duty, pou then ma will be no complaint on either 
3 ear. They are Bone of your Bone, and Fleſh or your 
| „ Fleſh. Scarce one of any Note or Family in the 


ly related to, 
and if poor Kingdom, but hath a Son or Daughter, Siſter or 


will bea Bur- Brother, or ſame near Relation, one way or other 


den on the obliged by or dependant on ſome of our Clergy; 
Laiety. and if you take ought from them, to make them 
| need your Charity, many of them will become a 
Burthen to your ſelves, and they gainers by the 

Bargain. For it is remarkable that the Proteſtants of 

England and Ireland are the moſt charitably diſpoſedd 

in their Nature, of any Nations in the World; 

they have moſt Chriſtianity in them; but certain 

it is a poor Caſe in a Chriſtian Country for the Mi- 
niſters of the Church to be dependant upon Cha- 
Inſidelity will Beſides in times of Peace and Plenty, Luxury and 
be aptto grow Infidelity are apt to ſpread even in Chriſtian Countries 
upon us by (I wiſh there be not a greater Increaſe. of both a- 
Aſtreſſing the mongſt us than is generally imagined) and ſince private 
Clergy. Intereſt is apt to ſway the whole World, I ſhould be 
ſiorry the Clergy were to truſt only to the Beneyo- 
llence of the rich, ſince as our Savior faith, i: 75 4 
Hard thing for a Camel to go thro the Eye of 4 
Needle. Mill a Man rob God? yea, ye have robbed 

me, in Tyths and Offerings, ſaith the Prophet. God 

- forbid the like Charge ſhould ariſe. in our Days. 
Me have been told of Wooden Chalices and Golden 
Biſhops, and of Golden Chalices and Wooden Bi- 

ſhops, but the Inverſion will not hold good at all 

times; neither wou'd our Laiety, I fear, be more 
Golden, altho* our Clergy were to ſup out of wooden 


Poor clergy xt Jon. make the Clergy poor and in the Nature of 


apt to impoſe Mendicants, beware leſt they uſe you like the Friats 


upon the fick. in Pop;ſþ Countries, take Advantage of the og 
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Pk Conſcience, and ſooth you with a fine Leſſon (n: 
| 777 Death Beds; how well Charity will cover a 


So where you will in our Kingdoms, and you will Our Clergy e- I 


nation familiarly, treat them as Companions, and make 
Tou ſay the Clergy have an ample and plentiful And ought to 1 
they have. But is it equal that the Country in general Bleſſings of 


| Thould flouriſh and grow Rich in Trade and Manu- their Country. 
_  aQtures in theſe times of Peace and Plenty, and the —— 


which the Law allows, for fear they ſhould advance 


- Man is ſo ſtinted in Land at home, that he is forced not the Clergy : J 
every Year to go many Miles diſtant from his poor drive the Poor 


danger of ſtarving. By this means he is unſettled, 


0 of ( 7 ) "> * : 4 — 
$ : 


Multitude of Sins. 
find our Clergy generally ſpeaking fit Company for ducated like 
Gentlemen, and will you grant them your Conver- Gentlemen. 


them need your Charity? ? 
Proviſion without Iyth of Agiſtment. Tis well ifpartake of the 


Clergy not have it in their Power to make the beſt 
of their Tyths, and to partake of thoſe” Bleſſings 


the Patrimony of the Church? Is not the Spirit of 
our Gentry in ſome Parts of the Kingdom much at- 
tached to a provident Care of making the beſt of their 
own Lands Men of Eſtates turn Graziers and occu- 
py the Buſineſs of an inferior ſort of Men, keep large 
"Quantities of dry and barren Stock, not only on 
their own hereditary Farms, but on Lands. leaſed 


out to them by leſs induſtrious Landlords, and theſe 


do it to improve their Fortunes. | ' - ND 
It is well known of late that the poor laboring The Laiety 


Cottage, to buy one Acreof Ground to plant his Po-abroad. 
tatoes in at an exorbitant Price, or elſe he muſt be in | 


ſeeking yearly to change his Habitation, roving from 
Place to Place to find a Days Hire for common Suſ- 
tenance; many go to England at the Peril of thei 
Lives every Harveſt, and ſome quit their Country for 
ood and all, and tranſplant themſelves into America. 
For be a Man never ſo induſtrious, as the caſe now 


ſtands with theſe poor labouring People, for want of 
Employment or Lands to till at a moderate Rate, he 
muſt be content to range about far and near, or elſe 
to live upon Potatoes and without a Shoe to his foot 
all his Life. i Op = 922 
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And by reaſon 


© There is perhap 


1 
. 
Farms 
Ws * 
Bo . 


if under dry 


tent with a poor Cor 

50 to Law with? 
Jan in the Pariſh, for onl 

Lands u tider dry Stock. 


. 2 


2 had — — 2 ny 


of Stock look no farther into public 
falſe Glaſs of private Intereſt, If tt e unde; 
Corn, the Parſon. muſt have his Tyths yearly, but 
ry and barren Stock, there is a Hazard foi 
ſiome Years of no Demand. If the Parſon be hardy, 
he muſt engage in a Law-ſuit to recover it; or be con: 
ent with a poor Compoſition. And whom muſt. he 
hy, molt likely with the bi of 
the rich are able to x 


. | Northern 7 

Province of the Kingdom 3 beeauſe t | 
in Munſter and Connaught genctally deal. alt 

L arkets, buy and fell like 

Ziiers and pay themſclyes without ſeeking or encoura- 
= 5 ging induſtrious Tenants, or even deſi 

...- _ borhood. or the Bleſſings of ſocial 


UL aity, not the Clergy, that put the po 
ple under Hardſhips; if the Rich -ha 
nough about them to provide Brea 

their particular Families, they ſeek no more, nor re- 

; of the poor Farmers: Who are 

Men uſeful and neceſſary, in all 
| always encouraged in all Kingdoms 


urrent Caſh with us is computed ar abo 
or four hundred thouſand Pounds, one 
Corn hereof goes out of this Kingdom yearly to buy C 
for a8 is confidently affirmed, and yet our own is 
want of en- be made, if we were induſtrious, one of the beft ( 
i Countries in Europe; at leaſt we neither want Land 
proper for Tillage, nor Hands enough for laboring 
them to good Advantage, for much more than is ne- 
.. : Ceffary for our own Support ind Wan 
Gentlemen and rich Graziers would | 
couragement to Labor and keep the 
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are left unplowed, and the harren pat 
tivated nor improved, but ſuffered Wea 
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"At Contiics, s whete the Generality of the Lands Stock Fargld 
are under Stock of Cattle, are poor and thin of In- the Ruin of 
'habitants: And do our Patriots wiſh to have them the Cotintry, 
_ ſo? Will there be any Improvements made without | 
Hands ? Will Lands riſe in Value, or even keep up 
to the prefent Rents any long Time, unleſs labor'd 
and improv'd ? One Man tnaypofſibly keep and look 
after Five hundred Actes — 25 Stock, and that is a 
great part of ſome Pari rifhes ; but if he pays nothing he wels cg 3 
for it to the Miniſter, and there be two or thtee weal- Revenues EB 
oo Men fo difj poſed in the ſame*Pariſh; the Parſon the Clergy. | "0 
perhaps, for any port Advantage to him or his 
Family, had better be the Herd than the Miniſter of 
that Pariſh.” Is it not better upon many Accounts, 
that you ſhould have one Parſon to every Pariſh and Bo 
make him a competent Proviſion, than ten Pariſhes to 
one. Patfon, for want of ir? In ſome: parts of Co- RN 
naught Fam told; not fewer go to make but a reaſd- 98 


A 


; Cidbe 91 driving out the poor People from their boughing the 
Habe ns to make Hos: for Seo er of Cattle? Bar- Cat ing! 85 
barous Nations are only to be civilized by kind Treat- 
-ment and good Uſage, never by Cruelty, or burning 
= Houſes rat * _ 3; — 1 would do 
to urpoſe, 1t mu y bringing Religion, as 

* 0 ood Manners into Baer 48d R Pace 4 

with the People, and that muſt be by a good Provi- 

fion for able Paſtor s, and not by lefſening the Reve- 

= of the ger Chi 1 1 8 NO 

our younger Children general want tes, 

; but 3 them may be Foe 10500 for in the — > 
YH Church, as by the Profeſſions of Law and Phyſick, may be well 
, or in the Army, if the Tythes be not leſſened by the provided "hs in 


Diſcountenance of the Legiſlature. the Chure 

Tis well known how neceſfary it is to the due ꝓhe Clergy 
. Tollecting of Tyths, that the Miniſter or his Farmer, muſt depend 
| ſtand fair in the good Graces of all the Squires and on the Gentry 
8 Men of the Pariſh, A Frown or angry Word in collecting 
| | of o one of them ſhall ſink their Value more than a Tyths. | 
wet Harveſt. I dare ſay the Aſſociations lately made, | 
tho" they touched only one part of the Ecclefi aſtical 
Revenue, by the * already given, a 


$35.6 {8 


WW Tx: 83 5 
affected the Clerg 


in general with great Loſs and 
Damage iu all their other Rights, which they have ſut- 
5 fjliciently felt this laſt two Years, and may expect not 
to get Over for many Years yet to come. The rich- 

er Commonalty need not be told that any Sort 
of Tyth is gtievous, for they think for the moſt 
N part all Tyths are ſo. Do. they not every now 
N and then threaten the Tyth Proctor if he be but induſ- 
trious in his Duty, with the Frowns of the Land- 
lord? And will they ſtick to do it now upon greater 

Authority? It is much to be feared the poor Clergy- 
man will find it a hard Task to get an honeſt Servant 
to view his 'T'yths with Care, or collect them with 
Juſtice to his, Maſter, under all the Threats and Diſ- 


- .conragements already-Rirring.. g 
Herbage paid. In ſome Parts of the North, where Herbage hath 
formerly time been all along paid time out of mind, by a free Com- 
out of mind, Poſition, they talk and ſay they have paid hitherto in 
now refuſed their own Wrong; ſo that the Clergyman dare not 
to be com- ask or demand it as yet for fear of bringing himſelf into 
pounded for. Trouble. With others, where two or three Years 
| Ueerbage is due already and compounded for long 
ſince, now there muſt be a Law- ſuit by Civil Bill 
. 8 upon an Aſſumſit at the Aſſizes, or elſe one Penny 
Will not be paid. This is now become the Bone of 
If given up, Contention; and if the Clergy for Peace-ſake gave it 
would not up, would that make other Tyths be paid better? Far 
make other worſe to be ſure, by adding to the Diſcouragements 
Tyths better of the Clergy, at a time when the Pariſhioners in ſome 
paid. Parts are but too much encouraged to withſtand their 
. Parſon in collecting his Corn Tyths. For there is a 
at Diſcou- Report of Leaſes lately made, where one Covenant 
ragements is, not to ſuffer the Clergyman, his Farmer or Proc- 
even in col- tor, to ſtack or lodge one Sheaf of Tyth Corn on 
ing Corn any Part of the Farm ſet in Leaſe to the Tenant, nay 
* not ſo much as to hire out a Horſe to draw it 
under a Penalty, as if the Miniſter were the 
only Man in the Pariſh who deſerved neither 
to be treated with; common Humanity nor Cha- 
rity. Here is a flagrant Detign to abuſe the Miniſter 
by depreciating his T'yths in this unparallelPd Inſtance 
of Diſaffection to the Church. If this Caſe be as bad 
* it is repreſented, and if you take away Her ge, 
| — | wilat 


what will ye leave the Clergy to live on? Good God! The Miniſter 
that any one ſhould continue a Member of the Church treated with- 
and yet take ſo much Pains to hurt it! In our Church out Mercy. 
we do not pretend to purchaſe Salvation of Souls by the | 
Prayers of the Prieſts, neither will any one, I ſuppoſe, ' 

pretend to any merit with God by diſtreſſing his miniſter, 
let him hold him in never ſo little Eſteem ; Religion can- 
not fall ſo low in the Opinion of any Chriſtian; Men 
muſt be altogether inſenſible of natural Right and Juſ- 

tice, without any Bowels of Mercy to treat others in 
fo unequal a manner: and I think, were Ia Clergyman 
drawing my Tyths home to my Parſonage Houſe, (not 
ſo long a r torn as from Jericho to Feruſalem, 
according to the Parable of our Saviour in reſpect of an 
Act of Mercy in another Caſe) and muſt fall amongſt 
Thieves for want of a Place to put them in for a ſhort 55 
ſeaſon, I might well reproach that Pariſhioner as hard- | 
hearted and unmerciful, who ſhould deny me room for 
them in his Haggard. If this inhuman Spirit of Op- 
preſſion be encouraged, there is reaſon to fear there 
will not be one good Samaritan left in a whole Pariſh. 

For already we have had Inſtances of whole Haggards Haggard 
burnt, for ſake of deſtroying the Miniſters Tyths, ſtack'd burnt todeſtroy 
up by the Pariſhoner with his own out of meer Charity ; theTyths. 
and now if open Defiance to T'yths of Agiſtment be 

-* encouraged and the Clergy ſet at naught by the rude In- 

-.-.-ſults-of People diſaffected to the Church, may they 

not be jealous, that there will ſoon not be wanting 
ſome to burn the T'yths even in their own Haggards. 
Who will defend them from ſuch Outrage? when the 
Aſſault is made already in Quarters not far diſtant with 
Ümpunity, and they not able to defend themſelves. They he Clergy 
have not Time to ſpare to look after their Tyths them- not able to da- 
ſel ves, muſt pay proctors, and truſt to their manage- fend them- 
ment, therefore are more ſubject to the Careleſsneſs ſelves. 
and Knavery of Servants than other Men, who are a- | 
ble to look after their Affairs with more Decency 
than a Clergyman can in his own Perſon. If then 
they have neither the Love nor the Countenance of 
the Gentry to befriend them, they are under the Diſ- 
treſs of every little Fellow, by fraudulent Conceal- 
ments, bribing their Proctors, and other unfair Ways 
of accounting for ſinall Eccleſiaſtical Dues. For a 
£7 : B 2 | great 


N 8 3 En 6 y * 1 
# v8 „ 3 8 ä * 6 - 5 * as g * 
2 ® 7 * = * 
* * , - We 2 * * 
4 7 
1 r 


great Part of their Income, in the inhabited Countries, 
s made up of certain ſmall Demands on the ſeveral 
_ Families, which may caſily be covered and lie hid 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, that accounting for theſe 
- ſmall Sums is not worta the Parſon's Pains and 'T'rou- 
dale, and he had better give them up. But there are 
many poor Families amongſt the Clergy who cannot 
afford it. Neither js it fit they ſhould wrong their 
Succeſſors, by introducing any Neglect of ſuch Ec-. 
cleiiaſtical Demands as they are entitled to by Law, 
leſt the Lairy preſcribe againſt the Legality of them, 
as now. in the Caſe of Agiſtment. Tis an eaſy 
g thing for the Rich to ſuppoſe that this ought to be 
done, and that the Tyth alſo of Agiſtment is not 
worth ſeeking for, ſince it breeds ſo much Diſcon- 
tent, and to ſay that the Clergy fared well enough 
when it was not ſo common to make this Demand 
as of late. But if the Price of our Commodities for 
the Suſtenance of Life be near double now in reſpect 
of what it was thirty Vears ago, eſpecially if you con- 
ider the different Manner of Living now and here- 
tofore in Gentlemen's Houſes, and the Gentry's E— 


| ſtates alſo doubled; if there muſt be a poor Family 


| ſuffering at home if this Demand be not made; if 
the Rich can better ſpare to give than theſe ro want 
it: It ſhould rather be thought for Peace-ſake, for 
the Good of the Nation and Proſperity of the Church, 
that the Pariſhioner ought to pay to the full whatever 
his Miniſter may legally and conſcientiouſly ask, ra- 
ther than put him to any Difficulty or Loſs, thro' a 
ſlelfiſh Principle of keeping to himſelf whatever he 
can, either by Deceit or the Extremity of Law. 


Tyth of Agi. It is urged, that this is a new Sort of Tyth, not © 


ment not equal demanded in ſome Parts of the Kingdom till of late. 

to Corn Tyths. And what if it be? Doth the Clergyman ask more 

bor the annual Produce of a Stock Farm, than if the 
ſame were under Corn and Tillage? Doth not the 

Law ſay he hath a Right to it? Is not the Value a- 

friſing from Stock as much to be-confider'd in Juſtice 

and Equity as from Corn? A poor Ploughman lays out 

SIND E every Year his whole Subſtance in the Labor of 

his Farm: A rich Grazier attends three or four Fairs 
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ber Markets himſelf, leaves the reſt to his Herd, and 
makes treble the Return without the third Part of the 
Labor. For he may make two or three Returns in 


one Year, which the Ploughman cannot. Is nothing 


therefore due to the Ton Foe Agnes: The Gra: 


zing- of a hundred dry Cows or Bullocks is perhaps 


- fifty Pounds clear Profit to the Grazier in ſome Coun- 
tries, and he is to pay, ſuppoſe, five Pounds to the 


Clergyman. For this is as much as can be demand- 


ed in a legal Way: And in the North of Ireland, 
where 


that Tyth is generally compounded for, not 


near ſo much is ask'd by the Miniſter; but if it were, 
it would be no Hardſhip, ſince a Man can turn his 
Money to no better Account it ſeems than by dry 


Stock; for if he got not more by grazing than plough- 
ing, why will he not be ſo charitable to the Poor, and 


I0o juſt to his Country, as to encourage Tillage? Some 
Farms indeed are not very fit for the Plough, but if 


Inhabitants were encourag'd to reſide upon them, our 
Landlords would find by good Uſage the Poor would 
be glad to live even there, pay their Rents, and im- 


; pore upon them, by ploughing even the rough but 
ca 


leaſt barten Spots and Parcels of Land, which to the 
Rich indeed would not anſwer and ſcarce pay the 
Labor. Theſe are the Parts the poor Natives arege- 


nerally crouded into; the Landholders will _ | 


fuffer them to ſet down on one Acre of good La 
and 'yet theſe poor, Creatures make a ſhift to live, 


when ſuffer'd to remain any time upon their poor 


Holdings. 


* Where are the Countries upon which this Sort of A Cheque te 
Tyth will lie heavieſt? Are they not the moſt unin- ſtock Farms 
habited Parts, where there are ten Papiſts to one Pro- for the Good - 4 
teſtant, and where there are five or fix or more Pa- of the King- | 
riſhes to make a ſufficient Competency for one Cler- dom. 
- gyman? Is it to be imagin'd, if ſome Cheque were 


given to Srock-Merchants, that our Labourers would 
leave their own Country, that ſo much Caſh yearly 
would go out of the Kingdom for Corn, or that the 


Number of Clergy might not be doubled, as well as 
their Maintenance, in the Popiſh Parts of the King- 
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Civil Rights againſt the Laiety, nay if the Lay Gen- 


will be paid in a juſt and fair manner; Arguments 

are of ſmall weight in theſe matters, all muſt be ſub- 

mitted to the good Will and Benevolence of the Go- 
” © vernors of Pariſhes and Countys, that is, to thelead- 

The Clergy ing Men of the Country: but ſure it cannot 5 of- 

haye their Pro- fence that the Clergy think they have ſome Property 

ies, and as Clergy and Subjects, and that Tyths are now be- 

Tyths are come ſomething more than the Alms and Charity of 

more than the well diſpos'd ; for altho' the Original of the Pa- 

Ams. trimony of the Church might ariſe from thence, yet 
the Tyths and other Eccleſiaſtical Revenues have lon 

ſince been adjudg'd by the Law, and immemorial Cuſ- 

tom to belong to the Church of common Right e- 

qual with Lay Fees, and the Clergy are as much Sub- 

jects as the Laicty, and have an equal right to be de- 

fended from Oppreſſion, and protected by the ſtate in 

all their Priviledges( call them what you will) as they, 

for Maintenance is as much their due as Life itſelf; 

and if the State has ſettled it that the Clergy be main- 

tened by Tyths, the Property or Priviledge in Tyths 

is as much theirs as they are Subjects, as any other 
© thing may be called the Property of a Lay perſon. 
The uſe and But what ought to be conſidered chiefly and prin- 


A Benefit of the eipally in this matter is the Uſe and Benefit of the 


| Clergy to be Clergy, forthe end and deſign of their Miniſtry, and 
vas 1 whether without a good Degree of Harmony between 
we in knis the -Pariſhoner and their Miniſters, there can follow 
any good Effects of the Paſtoral Office. Whether 

Nt if the Miniſter is not maintain'd in Eſteem and Re- 
verence by a full Subſiſtence in Tyths equally chargea- 

ble upon all his Pariſhoners, he will not be too much 

at the Mercy of every froward Man, who will be 

apt to put him to trouble to collect his Dues, which 

it is well known he may do, without much loſs and 

vexation to himſelf, tho” a great deal of both to his 

' Miniſter ;- and then, whether it is probable that there 
Will be that mutual Love which is conſiſtent with the 
The State of Relation that is between them. „„ 
Clergy in reſ- But ſince it is ſtrongly urged, that there is a plentiful 
pe& of their and honOurable Proviſion for the Maintenance of the 
Revenues. | h Bs | Clergy ; 
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| Api 
how this appears. They reckon about ſeven hundred 


benefic'd Clergymen in Ireland, and about half that 


Number more in holy Orders, either Afiſtants to 


them in their Cures, where the Income may afford it, 


"eg 


or elſe ſeeking a Livelihood by teaching Youths in 
the Colleges, Schools, or private Families. Take 


ſtment, let us examine = 


out five or fix Deans, and there are not twenty Pa- 


riſhes left in the whole Kingdom of full five hundred” »* - * 
Pounds per Azz. to the ſeveral Incumbents, and-not 


* 


_ twenty Clergymen more by Unions (take out the ſe- 
veral Deans) who hold ſo much clear per Aun. by 


the Church. There are perhaps three hundred more 


of the .benefic'd Clergy who want of One hundred 


Pounds per Azz. who together with School-maſters, 


\ 


 Curates, and Tutors, may well be computed at one 
half at leaſt of the whole Clergy of the Kingdom, 


all truſting to a poor Maintenance by the Church, of 


- from thirty Pounds per Aan. 10 one Hundred ; and 


about one half of theſe to fifty Pounds per Ann. and 
no more. PLE 2 e 

Now can any one who conſiders the Caſe by this 
Computation, which I believe will be found nor ill 
gueſſed at, imagine there is here a comfortable or ho- 


: nourable Maintenance for Men of Parts, who have 


| ſervice of a Cure he gets a Living of ſeventy, eigh- 


been at the Expence of five, ſix, or ſeven Vears E- 


ducation in the Univerſity. For I muſt obſerve, the Grbat expence 
Caſe is not with us as in other Kingdoms, our Bi- in education 


ſhops very ſeldom are called to puta Man into holyof Youth for 


Orders, who hath not taken ſome Degree in a Col- Holy Orders, 


lege, which is not to be done with us untill the 


Student is of four Years ſtanding, even for Batchelor 


of Arts. Your Son therefore coſts you between two 


or three hundred Pounds in fix Years for Education 
and Maintenance, at the End of whick he hath good 
Luck if he gets immediately into a Cure of thirty or 


forty Pounds; and. better, if in ſix or ſeven Years No great Prof. 


pects after⸗ 


y or one hundred Pounds per Ann. This certainly is wards. 
hardly an a equal Chance for him to expect, and 
much he may thank his good Fortune if he ſucceeds 

0d well, for there is one third of our Clergy eren not 


o happy. 


Doth 


for Trades. Son to a 
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one give fifty or ſixty pounds with his 
e, or to puſh the Quill, and expect no 


rad 


dens Appren- better hazard for him after ſeven years Apprentiſhip? 


5 — wa inthe from hence; Men form a Judgment of our Clergy's _ 
Judgment of Revenues, by the outward decent Figure they gene: 
the Clergys rally make in our Kingdom, where they are rarely. 


; and Hoſpita- 


tices or Attor- What will he expect for him then for two or three 
 heys Clerks. hundred Pounds? - Surely the Bulk of Tradeſmens 


* Apprentices; and Attorneys Clerks have as good a Proſ- 
ect, and therefore there is not that Reaſon for mag- 

nifying the Maintenance of the Clergy as, ſome think. 
Bur it is likely one Cauſe of this Miſtake ariſeth - 


Revenues. ſeen out of a Gown, at leaſt in Cities and larger 
£3 Towns, which is not ſo common in England. De: 

5 cency of Garb is certainly commendable in them, 

Pho can afford it, and che Habit of a Clergyman 

who appears decently dreſs'd in a Gown is in value 

pretty near equal to the plain Dreſs of a Gentleman 

of Eſtate; fo that in this reſpe& the ſpruce Curate 

is equal with the Squire in Appearance, altho* he be 

forc'd often to depend on and be beholding to him for 

his Dinner. ad 3 „ 


Another Cauſe Then again ſome of enen Fortunes and 
a a 


of like miſtake Eſtates go into holy Orders, and a ſmall Proviſion 
| by the „e, together with their own private Patri- 
mony and Inheritance enable them, to live in 

3 the World in the Rank of Gentility .or Fortune 
1 unto which they were born, and the Church receives 
ſiome out ward Honour by their Means. This appearing 
along with the Gown makes many, who do not con- 

ſider the particular Caſe of their accidental Circumſtan- 

ces, to aſcribe their Maintenance to ſome extraordi- 

nary Proviſion by the Church, when perhaps there is 

nothing but Poverty under the fine Bever hy, they 

wear commonly, or it is ſome Eſtate, not the Tyths, 


which preſents the Clergy to our view in ſo honourable 
ee Fo %% ⁵ ůA VVT oo 
The Clergy lt is a common Obſervation. that the Clergy live 


- aptto live too too high for their Eſtates ; not that their Appoint- 


Eftates. too high for their a aug but re lay this al- 
Are Charitable [o to ballance, that they look upon Hoſpitality as a 
— rang Duty incumbent upon them; and ſurely it is this oy, 4s 
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of Men that keeps up Charity from waxing Fey a. 
mongſt us. Very few of them who have a plentiful 
and honourable Maintenance by the Church, but make 
their Neighbours know it by a hearty Welcome at 
their Houſes; and is it not as well you ſhould enjoy 
15 ſelves with him and feaſt out of the. Parſon's 
sket as for you to ſeek to enjoy his Company at 
your own Houſes? For generally it is thought by pit Company 
Gentlemen of Parts and good Education, that they for Gentle- 


have not far to go for — Company, when they mea. 


N ſome 118 the Clergy * 1 them. 8 

you e your Clergy poor you mu niafifain br muſt 

them for your own fake, and that I cxreaſily bring be poor moſt 
a Burden upon you Lf own Houſes: For Menby the Gentry, | 
of good Education Addreſs, ſuch as they are ge 
nerally, will be perhaps more than welcome to one in their 
or other of your Family,” whether yon will or no; ; Houſes, 

-and if you make them dependent upon you for Main- ; 
tenance, your Doors will be open to them at all 

Hours, and 1 not want Favourites, whilſt you 

have'Sons and aughters to careſs them, and their 

needy Families; and whatever part of your Subſtance Not convent}. 
goes that way, to be ſure will be of your beſt and ent. 
moſt valuable Goods. Retter a great deal to open 

your Purſe your ſelf, and pay your Tyths freely and 

to the full, than for your Wife, Son or Daughter to 

pay them for you.” Every Clergyman i is beſt eſteem-Beſt at their 
ed when he bath to live comfortably at home, and in on. 
my poor Jud 5 by it is not for plain Gentlemen, who 

are not qualify'd by Law, to keep Chaplains in their 

Houfes.' It may fuffice to have a Clergyman upon 

occaſton in the Parifh ready for ſending for, and this 

is as much as a wife Man need deſire. In 5 520 

Countries the Olergy are not admitted to marry, t 


f Caſe i is otherwife with us, ours may enjoy at reg ; 


all the Priviledges and Comforts of the Matrimonial 
State, as well as the Laiety ; but if you make them 
poor they cannot conveniently or will not enter upon 
a Domeſtick Lie, with Wives and Children to be 
fill at hand craving for Maintenance; and ſurely no 
Conſequence can proceed from thence which 
is not e * much more Ex . 
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No Fear to the What hath the State to fear or dread from Riches, 
State from if ſo be it were common, in the hands of our Clergy, 
Riches in our ſo long as they may marry and leave Heirs to inherit 
Clergy. atter them? For look about and you will find no Dif- 
_ - . ficulty to meet with not a few, ho even forget their 
Fathers and Grandfathers were Biſhops. Who more 
ſtrenuous againſt the Civil Rights of the Clergy than 
- the Sons of the Clergy? As if, ſince they cannot in- 
bhbhherit the Revenues, they had a Right to the Spoils of 
c 
The inferior But wherefore muſt the Rights of the inferior Cler- 
Clergy not gy who are far from being proportionably rich when 
rich 1n reſpe& compar'd with the Biſhops, be the Butt to ſhoot at 
of the Biſhops. for lowering the Top- ſails of the Clergy? Or is it to 
.. » :: glance B Arrows higher that the firſt Efforts 
| Eſpecially are made againſt them? The Gentry of Ireland 
thoſe bred at amongſt our Clergy are poor enough one wou'd think 
home. ſince the top Performents in the Church ſeldom come 
Not fulpedted Are our Clergy ſaſpeRed of Dilloyalty, or of ans 
Not 10 | re our Clergy ſuſpe 0 Miſloyalty, or of any 
of diſloyalty. Attachment = oreign Power? TREE indeed 
+.» Might imagine ſo, and that the State were ſome wa! 
in Danger by their Means, when he hears of ſuc 
- petitioning, ailociating, - and general Engagements in 
order to overthrow the Laws already in being, and o- 
riginally made in their Favour. Surely. of late years 
there hath been no Cry againſt them like this, nor is 
there the leaſt Reaſon for it. For certainly they are 
at this Day the moſt inoffenſive Body 'of Men of a- 
| 3 ny Clergy in Chriſtendom, as loyal and perhaps as 
Neither med- truly reformed both in Doctrine and Manners. If 
dle with State you except one or two buſy Men, they ſeem alſo to 
Affaire. employ themſelyes wholly. within their own Province, 
and meddle not at all with State Affairs unleſs call 
upon by the Government, or when their Rights and 
Lately in great Properties are publickly called in Queſtion. Nay, 
Eſteem with they have of late been in ſuch good Eſteem and Har- 
their Repre- mony with their Repreſentatives in Parliament that 
22 in they were jealous. of every thing, how well ſoever 
Parliament. ꝗeſigned, that might put it in the Power of their Ec- 
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_- __, _ , Cleſiaſtical Governours to oppreſs them. How then 
_—_ | have they forfeited this good Eſteem in a few Years? 
| EE SBrurely 


* 


of the Law, and it is Pity that any mg in their Fa- 
t 


A 4 a 
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- Surely they will not grudge them that poor Pittance 
of Tyths of Agiſtment when it comes altogether from 
the Rich and not the Poor, when it may be a means 


to improve the Country and to keep our Caſh and 


People at home. Poverty is apt to breed Complaints,“ 
and the way to redreſs them is by, encouraging Induſ- 


try; keeꝑ but the Poor employed, and leave off engroſ- A ſpirit of ins. 
fing vaſt Trads of Land in a few Hands, and po- ligion and in- 
pular Clamours will ceaſe of courſe; but if Religion 3 | 


were joined with Induſtry, and both had more Coun- way to bani 


tenance amongſt us, there would not be theſe Diyi- Popular Com- 
ſions amongſt our People, that want of Charity to the Plaint, | 7 


Poor, or ſuch ſeeking to encroach upon our Neigh- 
bours Rights, | 


- Chriſtianity never made Men Enemies to their Coun- 


try, neither can make the officating Miniſters thereof 


juſtly ſuſpected, ſo long as they keep within the Incloſure 


vor ſhould be thought inconſiſtent with the well-being 
of the State, that is conſiſtent with the Laws in being. 


It is expedient, ſay ſome, to abrogate old Laws when toabro+ 


r 


not enforced by Cuſtom. Perhaps in ſome Caſes it cate old Laws. * 
may where Statutes have been made but not executed, . | 
by reaſon. of ſome Inconvenience. which was not 


foreſeen, But what is that to matter of Right jare 

communi, not depending on any Statute. | ZR | 
There is no arguing againſt what may be done, No arguing 

but for what is expedient to be done in the preſent what may be 

Cafe. Whether or no conſidering the Diſcourage- done, but what 

ments which the Clergy meet with, this is a time to is expedient. 

leſſen» their Eſteem, by making them poor, and leſs 


- Conſiderable in the Body of the State? "Whether 5 
there be any Neceflity for abridging their Revenues 
for the Sake of the 8 Whether this will not 


pave the Way for farther Complaints againſt other 
undiſputed Rights of the Clergy, if they be deprived 


of any one Right, which the Courts of Law have 


determined in their Favor. „ What is 
Be the Tyths and other Eccleſiaſtical Revenues thought ho- 


as honourable a ſupport for the Clergy as is ſaid, will nourable now, 


that hinder but that the next Generation, purely from the in next Gene- 


Precedent now ſought for, may think otherwiſe, that ration may be 
ETD vs ek Ca they called grie- 
; - © yous, 


— 


they be grievous and reduce them Io 
8 JS FE OS 
If reduced the Fortune and Family often qualify Men for Offices 
Sentry will in the State, but Poverty and low Birth, it ſeems, 
not breed their nruſt be all the Church is to expect; for if the Top 
Sons for Holy of our Gentry join and aſſociate to impoveriſn her 
Orders. Patrimony, they will not ſurely breed up their Chil- 
4... dren in a coſtly way of Education for Holy Orders. 
The Gentry of , Certainly there is at preſent, but ſmall Regard had 
Treland not ad- to advance thoſe few amongſt us of Family and 
yanc'd to Ec. Note to Ecclefiaſtical Dignities, which their Birth 
cleſiaſtical and other ſufficient Qualifications might very juſtly 
Dignities, one entitle them to, and this is no doubt one great Rea- 
Cauſe of Cla- ſon of the preſent Diſregard to the Clergy ; but if the 
mour, but not Revenues of the Church be impleaded in order to 
bo 3238 terrify and impoveriſh the Clergy, it is a ſure way to 
A Ren: 5 force us into the Sin of Ferovoam, to make Prieſts 
of che Clerev. Of the loweſt of the People. Whether Preferments 
or ene 8)" jn the Church are to be diſtributed with Favour to 
Men of Condition, Education and Family, may be a 
. ©» doubt with ſome; but it can be no manner of doubt 
© In with any conſidering Man amongſt us, that ts deſtroy 
the legal Demand for. Agiſtment will in time bring 
the poor Clergy into ' manifeſt Contempt, and make 
them like the poor Cotters all over the Kingdom, meer 

Slaves to the rich Graziers of their ſeveral Pariſhes. © 
© Upon the whole if we confider the preſent State 
e of Religion in the Kingdom and the Growth of 
495 Vice and Luxury amongſt us, which ou'd take up 
2 long - Treatiſe to ' repreſent in a proper man- 

| ner; if we conſider the ſmall Encouragement for Gen- 

: tlemen of Ireland of Birth and good Education, to 
enter into holy Orders; the Danger of our People 
being ſtarved, and to want Bread by the Diſcourage- 
ment of Tillage; we can ſee no juſt Cauſe for any 
00d Chriſtian, or good Patriot at preſent, to have a 
Pinne of the Laws for the Recovery of Tiths of 
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33/0 Acgiſtnient, unleſs it be to make them more eaſy in- 
1 Qilputable and for the greater Benefit of the Clergy- 
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N. B. Upon a Report, that à certain Clergyman” 
vn great Rigor aul Severty of Law, mg res 
a Suit for Agiſtment in one Proyince and defended 
againſt the like Suit in another, and was ſo ekad 48 
to charg 
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e Herbage for one young or barren Beaft in 


ly repreſented, 


a Farm of Tillage; the State of his' Cafe is thus fair- 
e OD be SET HF NN PLATT TS: ag ls 0D 


IIa 1716 he was collated to bis Pati; and altho* 
that happened late in the Year and'He-a Stranger, he 


ſet his 67 with eaſe to the ſeveral Pariſhoners, full 
as high the firit Vear as any Year of late, and feveral 

paid a Compoſition for Herbage that very. Time, and 
afterwards for ſeveral Years. without any other Diſ- 


pute, but as to the Value of the Lands under Stock, 


the Parſon's right to ſome Compoſition being then 
never queſtioned, There is no Glebe Land in this 
Pariſh; but in order to haye a place of Reſidence he 


treats for a Leaſe of a Farm convenient and near his 


Church, bargains with the Tenant for 30 Pounds, in 


order to have the right of Renewal, this Leaſe being 
to expire in about three Years. Upon this the Land- 

lord, ante apprized of this Bargain, was preraedt 
on to fet a Leaſe, 


ie Som in Reverſion of this Farm, to in- 
capacitate the Clergyman from any ſettled Abode 
there; an able Farmer, 'whe- ied on the next ad- 
joining Lands and it ſeems, did not care to have his 
Parſon's Eye ſo near his Concerns, becomes the Te- 
nant in Reverſion, and in ſome few Years he and 
his Brothers, 3 monied Men, fall to grazing and 
ak ing large Tracts of other Lands, turning off the 
Tenants, and placing a dry and barren Stock of Cat- 


tle on the ſame, their Relations and others doing the 
like after their Example, and in a ſhort. Time waſt 
the Country, and occupy ſo much Land as uſually 


paid above forty Pounds a Year in Tyths; and then 
begin to deny the Parſon's Right to Herbage, altho“ 
the moſt of them paid his Farmer ſome ſmall Com- 
poſition all the while. Upon this, A Bill was filed 
in the Exchegzer about ſeven Years ago; at the hear- 
ing the Court taking Notice of a full Bar of Six or 
more Lawyers on the fide of the Defendant, and but 
„ EIS + #4 a: ds» * „„ 14 „ 4 : one 
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$ | Note and Reputation, and let the Cauſe go on ami- . 
| ou Was in this. Matter for the Eaſe and Satisfaction 


"'# : N 8 


Wes 


one on "hs ade of the Plant, 15 3 ay 


agk'd the Reaſon; he anfivers, it Was his Clients po- 
fitive Direction to him to feo- but one Lawyer of . 


cably, he being. only concerned to know what. the 


of himſelf and his Pariſhoners ; that he, had therefore 
put the Defendant under no > Contetnpts, altho? he did 


not for ſeveral Terms put in his Anſwer, which An- 
wer, tho ſhort, the Plantiff would abide by. In this 


fair Manner the Cauſe was carried on and ended in 
a Decree made in Favour of the Plantiff, who for all 


that inſiſted on no higher .Terms than his firſt De: 


mand, Which was 1 J. 17 f. b 0 the Farm 
paying 33 I. per ann. Rent, which is about 4 d. per 


Acre for. Land worth fix or ſeven Shillings. A 


Compoſition. to this Effect was made and ſettled af- 
terwardg between the Parties, and Payments for ſeveral 
Years. were . duly. made accordingly, until the late 
Diſputes about Agiſtment aroſe, and now becauſe 
the Parſon hath ſent for the Arrears. due on this Com- 
poſition, and others the like, he is threatened to 8 
called. before the Parliament. ; 
As to that Particular of his defordiug agaiNit : 4 Sult 
of like kind in another Province, there is not. the 
leaſt F. onndation far the Report, neither for that of 
his Exactneſs in inſiſting upon Herbage for a ſingle 
barren Beaſt in a Farm of Tillage ; on the contrary, 
upon Examination of his Proctor's Books it doth ap- 
ne that ſince the Vear 1728 (during which time 
the; Fra, have been in his own Hands, and not ſer 
armer) unto this preſent Year, the Arrear due 
— * Pariſh for thoſe ſeveral Years amounts to the 
Sum of One thouſand Pounds and upwards, ſo great 


_ hath been his Indulgence, , and his Backwardneſs to 
uſe the Severity of Law, altho' he hath very many 


hundreds, if not thouſands of Bonds in his Hand 


Which were never yet p 1 in Suit in any Court of 


Law whatever, out of Tenderneſs to his poor Pa- 


riſhoners, and for this very Reaſon the one half of 


Pound are Now become not worth five Shillings i in the 
ound, 1 


End 
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